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BE A PROUD SPONSOR  
of an Award-Winning Festival 
Welcome to the Ginger and Spice Festival

The award winning Ginger and Spice Festival is making a welcome 
return this September for a four day celebration of all things ginger 
& spice related during British Food Fortnight. Set in and around the 
centre of the medieval Shropshire town, Market Drayton, the festival 
celebrates the town’s culinary heritage with links to the ancient spice 
routes and what is thought to be the oldest gingerbread in the country! 

The fun packed, four day festival, includes an abundance of speciality 
food and drink with plenty of produce featuring a ginger twist! Saturday 
29th September features the Spice Exchange Street Market where 
visitors can journey into an exotic and fascinating world of spice, secret 
recipes, ancient gingerbread guilds and delicious hot & spicy street 
food. The market will include everything from ginger teas, spicy pies, 
enrobed chocolate gingers, spice-infused jams, aromatic gin, local 
real ale, cured gourmet meats as well as a host of ginger-themed 
delicacies! Visitors can also watch live cookery master classes from 
top, regional and local chefs.

Over the four day festival there will be a food and ale trail as well 
as a heritage spice and gingerbread trail dedicated to exploring the 
town’s culinary history, including tastings.  Visitors can also enjoy 
many fringe events such as a Gin and Jazz Evening exploring Gin and 
Spice; a live music concert in the atmospheric and medieval St Mary’s 
Church with ‘A’ list musician; pop-up restaurants; foraging walks; 
live entertainment; ginger inspired competitions; debates; and a ‘first 
dates’ night at a local restaurant.

Whilst the Spice Exchange Street market is free, visitors should expect 
to pay for some events taking place in the evening and at private 
venues in the town. Booking ahead for these private events is essential.

This festival is the 
perfect platform 
for affiliating your 
business with a 
successful and award 
winning food festival 
as well as promoting 
and driving awareness 
of your brand. 

‘The Ginger and Spice Festival was a 
great opportunity for bringing the local 
community of Market Drayton together to 
celebrate different local food producers 
of Shropshire and beyond. We thoroughly 
enjoyed taking part and were delighted 
how the local people embraced not 
only our gingerbread products but the 
new event too! We had many enquirers 
into our heritage gingerbread product, 
Billington’s Gingerbread, and it was a 
fantastic opportunity to tell the 200 year 
old story! We are looking forward to next 
year already!
Sarah Hopcroft Sales and Marketing 
Director of Billington’s Gingerbread.

“Market Drayton Town Council were 
extremely pleased to be one of many 
local sponsors of the inaugural “Ginger & 
Spice Festival”, a fantastic four day event 
celebrating our towns historic links with 
the spice trade and our most famous son, 
Clive of India. A potpourri of food, theatre 
and music was enthusiastically received 
and we look forward to next year’s event 
with mouth-watering anticipation” 
Councillor Matthew Erwin,  
Mayor of Market Drayton Town Council



Ginger & Spice Festival 2018 
promises an exciting line up:-
The four day festival will deliver an eclectic mix of interactive events and experiences taking place within and 
around the town of Market Drayton from Wednesday 26th to Saturday 29th September 2018.

Festival Activities 

Saturday 29th September – The Spice Exchange Street Market 

• A vibrant and bustling street market, showcasing the very best gourmet 
foods & artisan traders, with a particular emphasis on ginger and spices. 

• Delicious hot street food with a spicy twist.
• Fusion bar including gingerbread and port dunking experience.
• Live music and street performers throughout the day.
• Lunch with Fanny Craddock.
• Food theatre with live cookery including top, regional and local chefs.
• Cookery master classes and workshops with top, regional and local chefs.
• A Gingerbread baking and food awards in the covered market.
• Mindfulness drinking zone.
• Educational outreach about healthy eating and local produce.

Wednesday 26th – Saturday 29th September – Festival Fringe Events

• A heritage spice and gingerbread trail around the town including visits to 
places of historical importance.

• A food and ale trail incorporating visits to local businesses such as cafes, 
restaurants and pubs.

• Health and wellbeing food master classes for children.
• Debate and film night about ‘Clive of India’ at Festival Drayton.
• Gingerbread decorating workshops for children.
• Live music concert at St Mary’s Church with ‘A’ list musician.
• A Market Drayton’s ‘first dates’ night at the Town House Restaurant.
• Clive’s Pop-up supper club in a private town house.
• Live Jazz and Gin tasting event with ‘the Gintleman.
• Best red-head and red beard contest.
• Plus lots more.

Target Audience and Reach 

• The local community and families in and around Market Drayton.
• Day visitors from Shropshire and the surrounding counties of Staffordshire 

and Cheshire, plus North Wales.
• Food and drink lovers, plus culinary enthusiasts, from across Shropshire 

and the surrounding counties.
• Spice/curry fans across Shropshire and the surrounding counties.
• Canal traffic and visitors via the Shropshire Union Canal.



Ginger & Spice Festival 2017
Attendance
Over 2,000 people attended in 2017 from Shropshire, Staffordshire and Cheshire with over 60 local business 
and organisations also taking part such as Billington’s Gingerbread, Joule’s Brewery, Follwells Estate Agents, 
Image on Food, Pickles Restaurant, Jones’s Cafe, The Mytton and Mermaid, The Netherton Foundry,  Festival 
Drayton and Brambles Cook Shop to name a few. 

We surveyed some of our attendees and this is what they said:-

‘A great local and innovative event’ 

‘something different and fun and the foraging walk as I love foraging’

‘interesting and fun day out’

‘I wanted to support a local festival and am a big foodie’

‘Something completely different’

‘Visiting this event has taught me about the importance of buying local produce 
and supporting local businesses’

Distribution in 2017
Print
6,000 A5 flyers 
5,000 A5 Festival Guides 
2,000 Spice Trails 
200 Event Posters  

15 roadside banners in around the town

Digital
Website 6,000 visitors /Social Media over 
1,000 organic followers/ E-bulletin over 
500 email addresses 

Advertisement
Adverts placed in Shire Magazine and 
Drayton Messenger

PR
Fantastic press coverage in local media 
including the Sunday Telegraph



Awards

The Ginger and Spice Festival was crowned winner of Love British 
Food 2017 competition, run in conjunction with Co-op and The 
Telegraph newspaper. British Food Fortnight is the biggest annual, 
national celebration of British food and drink in the U.K. 

The inaugural festival was chosen by a panel of prestigious judges led 
by The Rt Hon Michael Gove, MP - Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs; Cathryn Higgs, Head of Food Policy, Co-
op Food; Breige Donaghy, Director of Delicious Food, Co-op; Chef 
Raymond Blanc, OBE; Liz Earle, MBE wellbeing writer and farmer; 
Ian MacGregor, Editor Emeritus, The Telegraph and Alexia Robinson, 
Founder of Love British Food. Together they were looking for events 
that strengthened the local community, supported the economy and 
educated the public about British food and eating locally.

What the judges said: Secretary of State for Environment and Rural 
Affairs Michael Gove said: “The wide range of ambitious applications 
for this year’s British Food Fortnight competition is testament to the 
nationwide pride in our homegrown food. While all entrants showed 
tremendous imagination and enthusiasm for championing Britain’s 
high quality, great tasting food, the Ginger & Spice Festival showed 
real ingenuity by getting the whole community involved in celebrating 
the area’s culinary heritage. They are a worthy winner.”

Raymond Blanc, OBE said: “The entries were amazing and reading 
each story made me very proud to be involved in British Food Fortnight. 
Each entry was clear in its objective – to share what we have around us 
with others and celebrate food.”

Cathryn Higgs, Food Policy at Co-op said “I loved the way the Ginger & 
Spice Festival celebrated their culinary history – this is often lost and 
it’s important we retain these taste links to the past.”

British Food Fortnight takes place annually around Harvest time and is 
now the biggest national celebration of British Food in the U.K.  Founded 
by Alexia Robinson in 2002 in response to foot and mouth crises, although 
there were numerous food initiatives, projects and events taking place 
across Britain at the time, there was no overall flagship event to bring 
them to the public’s attention.

The Fortnight is now established annually as the biggest national celebration of British food and has proved 
to be an important influencer in engaging the retail, catering, education and volunteer sectors and in 
establishing a more robust market for Britain’s food.

For further information about British Food Fortnight, please visit their website: www.lovebritishfood.co.uk



Gain great media exposure 

Exposure to approximately £70,000 worth of media coverage, plus National recognition as winners of  British 
Food Fortnight 2017 

Radio
BBC Radio Shropshire
BBC Radio Stoke
Buttercross Radio

Newspapers
The Sunday Telegraph
The Telegraph 
The Express and Star
The Shropshire Star
The Sentinel
The Market Drayton Advertiser
News North Wales 

Magazines
Shire Magazine
What’s on Shropshire
What’s on Staffordshire
Drayton Gossip
Drayton Messenger
Rhyl Journal
Waterways World

Digital
Love British Food
What’ On Live
Native Monster
Foodies Festival Finder
Eat Drink Seek
A little Bit of Stone
The Chester Standard 
Discover Market Drayton 
Shropshire Tourism
Virtual Shropshire
Audlem Online
Loggerheads Local
Discover Telford
Shropshire Garden’s and Nurseries
Various B&B sites in Shropshire
Denbighshire Free Press 
Canals and Rivers Trust for Wales



Sponsor an award winning 
festival in 2018
Opportunities for Partners and Sponsors

We have exciting opportunities available to become an official event partner, or sponsor of the Ginger and 
Spice Festival for 2018.

We can help raise your profile before, during and after the festival, as well as introduce you to key stakeholders 
who are also taking part in the festival.

We work closely with all local media such as the Shropshire Star and BBC Radio Shropshire as well as national 
profile raising through the national celebration of food, ‘Love British Food’ and ‘British Food Fortnight’.

By sponsoring, collaborating or taking part in the event you can have access to:-
• Brand building - building awareness through media coverage and association.
• Brand association with an award winning festival which is affiliated with Love British Food and their 

ambassadors such as Raymond Blanc OBE, Liz Earle MBE, DEFRA, The Telegraph and The Co-op.
• Recruiting new customers by communicating with event visitors during and post event via data-capture.
• Reaching an engaged audience.
• Experiential activity – sampling and point of sale.
• Supporting Market Drayton in becoming a destination for food and drink and in turn contributing to the local 

economy. 
• Association with an event promoting British produce, health and wellbeing
• Dedicated PR before, during and after the festival.
• Being part of a new and growing community supporting Market Drayton/Shropshire in becoming   

a destination for heritage food and drink.
• Learning about food, drink and heritage whilst having fun! 
• Priority tickets and VIP events.

We have various packages available, 
please contact us via gingerandspicefest@gmail.com 

or telephone 07989 980 016 
and ask about our sponsorship packages.

www.gingerandspicefest.co.uk


